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Tele. Room. 

Mr. Holloman 



A WOMAN CALLED OFFICE SWITCHBOARD EXCLAIMING SHE HAD INFORMATION RE-J 


CARDING SHEPPARD CASE THAT WAS MATTER- OF LIFE OR DEATH. CALL TAKEN 

' - 

ASAC J.R.-JONES. SAID SHE HAD TRIED TO IMPART HER INFORMATION TO LOCAL* 

-Zrk 

AUTHORITIES AND NOW UNDERSTOOD MATTER WITHIN JURISDICTION OF FBI INSIST- 
ING ASPECTS EXISTED WITHIN IMMEDIATE FBI INTEREST. SHE WOULD NOT 
PROVIDE DETAILS OVER PHONE AND INSISTED AGENT COME TO HER HOME. ASACJ 
IMMEDIATELY DISPATCHED SA 
CALLER 


JHO REPORTS AS FOLLOWS COLON 




ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FlW SHE ^ENT.-.TO MEDINA, 

I-, , . • [r a 

OHfo, ABOUT/ SEVEN MILES FROM ERHART, AND GA IN^E^^<^MENT|pMi 


WL »«»» /end page v 6 ne/» . . 
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BECAME WELL ACQUAINTED. 
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....//age three/.... 
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ACCORDING TO HER ACCOUNT OF A NEWSPAPER STORY, A PAIR OFlf 
SCISSORS BEARING THE NAME QUOTE SHEPPARD UNQUOTE AND SUSPECTED OF “ Tr7 H: 
BEING THE MURDER WEAPON, WAS FOUND. IN THE TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
J^^tTKE ASAC EXPLAINED THE LACK OF JURISDICTION OF THIS 
BUREAU. SA ^m^ALSO EXPLAINED THIS MATTER. SHE SAID SHE. HAS 
THOUGHT OF TRANSMITTING THIS INFORMATION TO THE JUDGE, THE PROSECUTOR 
OR THE DEFENCE BUT DID NOT KNOVJ HOW TO CONTACT THEM. FURTHER, SHE 
DESIRES HER NAME NOT BE USED UNLESS SHE IS ACTUALLY SUBPOENAED. SHE 
NOW SAYS SHE WOULD TALK TO EITHER PROSECUTION OR DEFENSE OR BOTH IF 
THEY CALL HER BY PHONE AT HOME AND SHE IS CERTAIN IT IS NOT NEWSPAPERS 
OR OTHER NON-OFFICIAL SOURCES. SHE IS GOING TO TALK MATTER OVER WITH 
..../END PAGE THREE/.... 
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• • • / i/PAGE FOUR/.... 


IN THE MORNING AND GIVE CONSIDERATION 
TO CALLING SOME AUTHORITY IN CLEVELAND. STATES SHE HAS NO ULTERIOR 


MOTIVE AND WANTS ONLY TO BARE THE FACTS. SHE HAS NOT BEEN INFORMED ~WHA 

/ - 

IF ANY ACTION THIS OFFICE WOULD TAKE. SUGGEST CLEVELAND, IN ABSENCE; 
CONTRARY INSTRUCTION FROM BUREAU, PROMPTLY COMMUNICATE ^m^^DECLAR 
TION OF POSSESSION OF MATERIAL INFORMATION TO BOTH PROSECUTION AND ^ 
DEFENSE, ALSO ADVISE BOTH AS TO HER WILLINGNESS TO BE INTERVIEWED BY?" 


rt: 


EITHER AS WELL AS WILLINGNESS TO ANSWER SUBPOENA. INSTRUCT BOTH THAT 

v"*} -.-j 

FBI: ’MERELY 'RELAYING HER DECLARATION AND FBI NOT INVESTIGATING OR 


EVALUATING; INFORMATION RELATED BY HER. BELIEVE THIS APPROACH NECESSARY 
TO IMPARTIAL HANDLING AND TO AVOID POSSIBLE REPERCUSSION IN EVE NT NQM 
I MME D IATE T) I RE C T CONTACT MADE BY HER WITH CLEVELAND AUTHORITIES, AN igp 
INFO LATER BEING DISCLOSED WITH INFERENCE FBI RESPONSIBLE FOR 
SUPPRESSION DURING PRESENT TRIAL WHICH PRESS RELATES IS RAPIDLY COMINU 
TO CLOSE. 



END, ACK IN ORD' 

^ WA 247 AM OK FBI WA’ 
CV OK FBI CVl 


DISC 

V 


■ -3 & ' /* • 




-m,,' 

y.c 









// 


\ 


\ 


\ 





tic 



T/SPO C opcEffUt/! 


\> 


/V 


Mystery Man 
Near Skeypan 



CLEVELAND, July 10 »-VA 
steelworker today, belatedly 
told police he • saw= a strange 
man near the Bay Village borne 
in which Mrs. M arilyn/Bhep- 
i pa^Lwas slam a'WCfclTbgff: 
[He gave a description— tall, 
! bushy-haired, wearing a white 
j shirtr-which was similar to the 
related by Dr." Samuel 
\ the victimTOTsBand, 


4fch eppard. 
y^^WtSyshe grappled with the 
slayer and was hurt. . : 
Leo^Stawicki, 48, who lives 
acrosa\ town in Cuyahoga 
Heights:, went to the Bay- Vil- 
lage police station today to 
tell his’story. ; - 

He? said he was returning 
from a fishing trip at Sandusky, 
about 2:3ft ^u.m. Sunday. Po- 
lice believe the mur^ oc- 
curred between 1 a. m; and 6 
a* in.^ r *- - v ‘ •- • -v . k 
' The" glare of his headlights 
clearly showed a husky man of 
about lOa pounds, 8 feet tall, 
standing by the side of the road 
in front of the Sheppard house, 
and “he kinda stared at me as 
I passed.” 

The steelworker said he had 
i hot though much of .the inci- 
dent unfciL he read InLa news- 
! paper yesterday that Dr. Shep- 
; par'd described , the : killer as 
’ having 'bushy hair. 

Dte Sheppard/ dictating his 
Xtory before a stenographer for 
the time, today answered 


day about the slaying of his Sl-' 
year-old wife/ f >■% 


X^Is ? |imc 


’7<i ^.>*v*'* 

neither members 
of the - osteopath’s * family/nor 
his atfbrney were present at 
the Cuyahoga County sheriff’s 
office. Earlier quizzings were 
at ,his -hospital beside and at 
his horned , 

Told by Detective Carl 1 Rosa-: 
bach that he was a suspect in 
the murder, . the, husband 1 
replied:. " 

- “You rdon’LJfiink I killed j 
her? My Gbn/ do you* think! 
I’d do that when we were ex- J 
pecting tour, baby.” % x&zvfir# 
Mrs. Marilyn Sheppard was' 
foiir months pregnant. 

It * was a week ago * tonight 
that Mrs. Shdppard was bludg-; 
eoned "to /death. Thfe mystery: 
appeared 'no nearer a solution 
than last* Sunday. ' - 
IDr.- . Samuel R?- Gerber, 
county coroner, reported that 
blood found on a pair of pants 
belonging to the. doctor end on, 
other articles could not be* 
typed, the International News 
Service, reported. He^also said 
blood and hair found on the 
victim’s hands^had no signifi- 
cance. *' '- 4 %V^-v^v4il 
IThe coroner said ithe’jonty. 
possible/clues he has examined 
.are two tiny fibers found imder 
therfingernails of TMrieJSlfep- 
pard. The fibers are a/yet un- 


questiorts for the third straight identified but Dr. Gerber said 


they wilT.be preserved as pos- 
sible -evidence J ij- X % i 
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Prgak Investigator 
Says Sheppard Case , 



CLEVELAND, Jan. 26A-Dr. 
Paul L. Kirk, University of Cali- 
fornia criminologist, declared 
“the Sheppard case is not' 
closed/* as he prepared to rec- 
tum to the West Coast , today 
after spending three days in- 
vestigating the July 4 murder of 
Marilyn Sheppard. 

He said his private investiga- 
tion was “going along satisfac- 
torily/* and added: 

“I found a few things.** 

Dr. Bark, who declined to 
elaborate, was nire^by defense j 
attorneys to mafc<the investiga- 
tion. He snprff in hour* yester- 
day at covtfty JaUVrim Dr. Sam- 
uel H^JShep pard A convicted of 
the wue mliraer and sentenced .. 
to life in prison. 



Mr. Vinterrowd 
Tele. Room • 







Not Sorry He Took Case/* 
“I’m not sorry I looked into 
this case/’ the criminologist said. 

The crime expert said he had 
conducted extensive scientific 
tests in the lakefront home where i 
Mrs. Sheppard was clubbed to ! 
death. Much of his work, he 
said, was in the Bay Village i 
socialite’s blood-spattered., sec- I 
ond-floor bedroom. 17 ' 

Dr. Kirk said he was taking 
some physical evidence — pre- 
sumably material found at the 
house — with him to Berkeley, 
Calif., where he will make ; 
laboratory tests. He had been 
denied premission to take along 
any items introduced as evidence 
In Dr. Shenpard’s 10-week trial 
and now held by the county 
prosecutor. ^ -**- 

Questions Answered. 


Dr. Kirk called the Sheppard 
family “forthright** in answering 
his questions, and added: 

“They did not hold back any- 
thing; they told me . things they 
had not discussed among them- 
selves/’ ; 


Dr. Kirk said Dr. Sheppard’s 
chief counsel, William J. Cor- 
rigan, had told him - the 
case should be “investigated 
thoroughly.** i: , ^ 

Dr/ Sheppard, who* maintains 
an intruder killed his wife, is 
! appealing his >- second-degree- 
: murder conviction. Mr. Cbr- 
1 rigan said he plans also 'to ap/; 
i peal to the Ohio Supreme Court 
a -recent appellate court de- 
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. The - state ^appears to * hg; 
d ^*;PQG^ 
vfstigationdn the Dr. 
jpjjrd.case. . r , 

^rtAv^least \this is th 
(of one of the Nation’s 
;tific crime investigai 
Paul L. Kirk, professor 
naHstics .at ~ the- Univ 
California. 

TBday the '53-year-ol< 
chemist is busy going 
scene of the Cleveland 


K* 


cientific data collected anq 
yzed by the state, -Kirk re 
1 I really don’t think theji 
has done much qi^a gob of 
Kirk" said he ' would lod 
“physical evidence ^only’^l 
added that he was enferin|'|$ 
case with an open mind.^ 
promised to reveal Ins 
regardless of whom they hij 
Kirk explained that 
n'early impossible to turn a$ 
room into * a criminalist’s la‘ 

J "V", 


his U.C. laborat 
bng things Kirk 
T into extensively 
"of blood, 
my knowledge- 
been any serolog ~ 
bduCfed and that : 
Ithings I want to che 
1 Kirk. " 1 * * 

^ .U.C. scientist, wha- 
led: his reputation in thdiJ 
^ microchemistry — "the* 1- * 
iquefcf making chemical aj 
ofc tiny silvers of mat 
entering his 20th yer 


^ ,v« t ll 


OAKLAND TRIBUNE 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 
JANUARY 23, 1955 
PACE 12, COL. 1-7 


recall” ^aid 
now^the -dist 
as the assistant? 
was handling J 
il .Mosbacher * 

^ is now a Sup 

lease, Kirk rq 
g. r ~fa Ialrar dispu 
s{ Oakland firing 
laborers wa 
, .fitting \ creosote 
Store's fur nishin gs, 
tests developed . by 
! guilty man jwas.ide 
“Coakley^got^ 

I and I ggd erstand 


boss 

Xoakle^ ’§ boss - in 
r as ^"sniiMg/aSS 
EMrl Warren. ^vr 
.ppwn -through the years, Khjk 
ha^ developed many ‘new tecr-^ 
-^qugiufor conclusively idenl 
t jihg .jthe source . of . eyideii _ 
ia&ered at the scene of atrimej 
^“Maixy of these techniques 
be used at Cleveland,”* he 
w plained. ' ; 

y Of ‘dll the devicesused byihe 
ttiminblogist, perhaps the,,£OV 
called' “density gradient tube/^M 
product of Kirk’s ' resean 
mfrmpst useful. ' 
jPWSr only are the' 
^-gradient “*--**** 


simp le 

? At • Cleveland, 'KirVswflfis 
sfy. himself with aJv f cSeful 
wch of >the. tmstd^soSxe} 
Sphering and labeling any cliTea 

SfAfindSi:. i5 .. 

specimens Kirk may collect 
ude: soil glass, paint, hdmaxi, : 
and paper scraps .andSob 
:e. blood. 

. _ obeback^I 

fc;” Kirk told collea^ 

drew Jna Jong.pufTfrbm i 
fever-present/ curved stem; ' 

?°f PjB«: 
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.MURDER CASE 
IING 


Tintcrrowd _ 
Tele. Room _ 
HoUoo*o^_ 
Goody 


With reference to the attached wire , I called 
SAC Hawkins. Cleveland, and advised him that he was not to 
conform to the instructions suggested by the San Diego Office. 

He was instructed to call the Prosecutor* s Office and advise 
the Prosecutor of the name of the individual and her willingness 
to impart information which she states she possesses concerning 
this matter. He is to give the Prosecutor her address and 
telephone number in the event they desi're to communicate with 
her. He was also to confirm his conversation with the Prosecutor 
in a letter which is to be directed to him. 

After completion of this action, he will advise the 
Bureau of the action which he has taken. 

The above action is taken inasmuch as it is not deemed 
desirable tp furnish this information to the Judge or Defense 
Attorney. Jcur obligation is to advise the legally constituted 
police authority and it is the responsibility of such an authority 
to properly dispose of the matter 







SAC Hawkins stated that he objected to the suggestion-' 
of the Sah Diego Office as to the procedure in handling - this *r 
matter but did agree thoroughly with the Bureau in the manner in 

i-i-pz 

ttUSU£0 • « - vr ~ ' ' - 

^ .u warn raoo* 

(53 . v • ********** ■ _ t 


which this should be handled . / 

- cy 
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ADDENDUM - EHW 







a.m., 12/16/ 




• V. * 

^ -A-'V* ► €**^t*, * 




i>ffb - 


contacted^ 


SAC Hawkins called to advise that at 9s 55 a.m. , he 


an Assistant Prosecuting 
Ohio, and pointed out thatf 


Itt 


or 


Cuyahoga County, Cleveland, uuxu. auu uuo 

had what she believed pertinent information concerning the Sheppard 
case and that she would be willing to' discuss it telephonically or, 
if she were subpoenaed, to come to Cleveland. SAC Hawkins has. 
prepared a letter confir min g this and it Is being sent to- Mr. Ftank T. 
Cullitan, Prosecuting Attorney for Cuyahoga Cbunty. Hawkins advised 
that the case will go to the jury tonight or tomorrow and that tjie 
iati6n,£or the prosecution and the defense has been in progi 
lisaTtwo days aryi is- conti nuin ^^oday.^ «* • - » 
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Office Memoramum • united statesWoveenmbnt 


to i Mr. Ros 




T«Im« 

DATBl July 26, 1956 SStul 

Bel moot - 


noM 


VHSe 


Mr. Ti “ e of 0all! 12!l6 a-l,U 

subject: DR. £AMyEL^SHEPPABD _ ' ^ 

murder case 

IWWMm6N 0 C0SCKRNIlIG 


captioned murder case. 


from Cleveland, Ohio 


unknown; ' shep 

MiggB ,*gga 

^^^^^^MM^^^^^^^lanned^vhen^and S where n they^vo^^meetinth 


^told 

lilCJ . idale or 

not sure of the name. 


either 


S^Bsubm i K-S B 5Ss!?Hr. 

sure vh0 » WU 

master or someone at the course because she had iust 
should destroy >£A^|mgl^gM^they remOTed Mrs. Sheppard’s 
?S a gom tt^S^a^S^radTot know what became of the 

cluhs and bag. 






his name to be made a matter 

..^WSSgBSe^SiS.’™" m 

for information concerning the -gj^Wt , , _ , 

•RV.P.nMMENDAT ION : ~ 

If you approve, e^ormatiL^d^nstoucUWilibat 

^nxt ’Tfr- T r 

^ Enclosure^ gg . . f f^J 

T\\ u-iPv c PI 
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Dear 


Tour letter of Hay 13, 1955, with enclosure, 
has been received, and I appreciate the concern which 
prompted your writing • ' 

After a careful review of the material you 
sent, I would like to point out that the FBI has no 
jurisdiction in this matter, and we are precluded from 
conducting any investigation . 

Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 

Director 


« ft 

2k' 





. rr, 

; n e 

c-o 


Oo 
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NOTE: __ 

1940 which 


wrote a letter to the White 5ou$k in 
was referred to this agency and acknowledged. 

No other data identifiable in Bufiles. 

She Relieves that Dr. Samuel Sheppard, convicted of murder 
his wife in Ohio, is innocent of that charge and indicates 
that all of thlVynjormation set forth here has been made 
available to proper authorities. 
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United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Office of the Director 
J. Sdgar Hctovor, * " 

Washington 25, D* C. ^ 




Dear Kr. Hoover:- 


Ever y time Dr* Sam Sheppard loses a round 
with the Court, it is like driving another nail into this 
persons heart and coffin* 

there is something your department 
could do for him* ^ Ohio, he, without 
a doubt, did so to escap^prosecution* He apparently felt he 
had some reason for doing so, and unless, he has an iron clad 
alibi, he is always going to be my A-l suspect* This should 


: 




bring the matter w ithin 
leavin 


Jurisdiction his 



I am so sure that Dr* Sam couldn't have 
committed this murder, an d I feel that we could have been of some 
help to him at the time, ~ ~ _ 





remarks, *we shouldn ' tHha ve taken that trip”* wen, we 
did, Fr. Hoover, and we saw euch a man wa Dr. Sam described, 
tall, between 175 t o 185. dark, bushy, curly hair, (about 2 to V 
three inches), ffhen P*ctur^ appeared in the Clevelan d ^ 

paper, ii 1 ■ i iC* 
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1 He scared me jlike £ never have been seared before in/life, and 

|^>. I don't know If it was the smile, the laugh after which he 

flung his *head up 4nto the- blhy or the fact that he had gotten 
close to me without my having known he was Br>TOVn»g*«i w©ar me 


rs'was all reported to Agent 

a report jl typed up in 7-54, and which you, no doubt, have a 
microfilm copy, . / .... 

!Ehe last letter I had 12-29-54, 

and he recommended that I correspond directly with Prosecutor 
Cullitan* But our letter cross icdli^h^all^Bl had then told 
him in my letter of 12-27-54, because of 

the type of publicity that wa ^^ning~but fTor rt n^au thorltlee 
and papers* But I did mail it to V-r* Corrigan tfien he made the 
statement, that they would not go out and disapprove themselves 
after getting the verdict they did. But the Sheppard family 
is going to need all the help they can get, and I have given 
all I can. T most certainly would have se nt the report soone r, 
as I stated In my "enclosure* of 7-31- “ * ' 


made the crack about "everybody wanting to get into 
, and then Prosecutor Parrino making another public 





the ©ct 

crack about w we have a long list of women, anybody want 
welcome.* ’Veil, that just did* it "" 

and do what my conscience most cer 

- tbld me should have been done, 

I know for a fact that several prominent Cleveland attorneys 
made the following remark,* the police have no proof he committed 
the crime, but they think he did. So they have allowed the 
newspapers to put out a slanted viewpoint. So that when he is — 

arrested and arraigned, the Public will be ready for his 
conviction". Sur ely this isn 't the America n way of trying a 
man for a crime. souring me that he 

wouldn’t have to stan^tr^l, as they didh't have enough evidence 
to convict him. But, Mr. Hoover, they did. 

With a mother taking her life, because of the terrible 
pit of hopelessness facing her, and a father, apparently dying 
from abroken heart, surely there is something which your department, 
with all their wonderful facilities and abilities could do to help 
Dr, Sam, 

The adults of the Sheppard family, while I do feel extremely 
sorry for them too. Yet it is the youngsters, six of them, that will 
have to put up with a cruel Public, that can be so extremely 
cruel, all the days of the lives. This is the part that hurts so 
very much* 

I know that your department does hot indulge in giving 

out information when they are working on a case, and I know you 

are an extremely busy man. But, Kr. Hoover, th is is almost killi nr 
m e . to know that maybe we could b have help ed him 

and tha^n^ma^have 

to spent ten years of his life in Jail. Just because of the type 

of publicity this case got, and my being forbidden to do what" I 

felt I should have done at that time* 


f . 
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I don*t expect any answer to this letter, but believe me, 
.Anything you can or would do to help Dr. Sam Sheppard, and even now 
Dr. Paul Kirk will.be more than appreciated. Since Or. Kirk 
now too has stuck his neck nut to stand up for Or Sam. I don't know 
Dr. Kirk, but I most certainly believe his integrity,* his honor and 
decency is as high as you, yourself. Mr. Hoover, ~«nd that is the 
.highest praise I can give anyone Relieve me. But I feel so strongly 
that Dr. Kirk is so right in hit facts and findings, It seems 
very odd to me, that the prosecution was willing -to take "excerpts" 
from his own book to convict Dr. Sam. Yetjjrtien the. author himself 
gives out his findings and facts, all they" can £o' is to belittle him. 

Mr. ^Hoover, surely there must be something that you and 
your very competent departmen^ean do for this man. There Just must 
be. Can't your agent JI|0||HHH9* a t i oas t appear at the Appeals 
hearing and hear for himself the details. ... 

Yet it is only my intuition that keeps telling me,tsr. 

Sam can't be guilty, and Dr. Kirk has rot to be right and correct 
in hie findings. 

Thanking you most kindly, I am. 

Yours truly. 


-MS' 





■m 



i 

i 





| 

i 

i 


?- 



i 


*<r ' f 


Makes New Plea May 23 

D^SamFs Move for New_ 



CLEVELAND WV-Twice loser In 
moves to win a new trial from the 
judge who sentenced him, Dr 
Samuel H. Sheppard today based 
ms nope of freedom from life in 
prison on an appeals court hearing 
scheduled for May 23. • 

Judge Edward S. Blythin, in 
whose court a jury convicted Shep- 
pard last Dec. 21 of clubbing his 
wife to death, rejected late yes- 
terday a motion for a new trial 
on the basis of newly discovered 
evidence. 

Weeks ago Judge Blythin denied 
a new trial motion citing numerous 
alleged errors in the 31-year-old l 
osteopath’s 10-week trial. That 
earlier denial was carried to the 
Appellate Court, and Sheppard’s 
chief counsel William J. Corrigan 
said he would “ wi th rficr>a» /^»» 

Sheppard! 

(Continued From Page Ir 


plement it 'with an appeal from 
yesterday’s decision. • t 

Sheppard remained in county 
jail, where he was taken last July 
30. charged with bludgeoning his 
pregnant wife Marilyn in her bed- 

/ f ay ViUage h0 ®e 

JudeJmSt no conunen t on 
Judge Blythin s ruling. 

The new evidence in the defense 
case boiled down mainly to a 50- 
page affidavit by Dr. Paul L. Kirk 
University of California professor 
of cnminalisties. Hired by Cofrj. 
gan, Kirk .■ came here in January 

(Turn to SHEPPARD, Page 10) 


for several days of investigation. 

The key part of Kirk’s affidavit 
was that he found a blood spot on 
a wardrobe door in the murder 
bedroom and his tests, he said, 
showed it was not blood from Shep- 
pard or the murder victim. Kirk 
said the spot dripped from a sex- 
slayer’s hand, bitten by Marilyn 
Sheppard when he tried to stifle 
her screams. 

The state had countered with an 
expert's affidavit discounting the j 
accuracy of methods Kirk used to 
test the blood spot on the ward- 
robe door. 

Judge Blythin’s 16-page opinion, 
bristling in spots, had: this to say 
of Kirk’s findings: 

“His conclusions are based on 
his own theories, do not necessar- 
ily eliminate Sam Sheppard, nor 
are they necessarily consistent 
with the theories of .the- defense 
iat the trial. . . . ,f 
j (Kirk suggested the slayer used 
a heavy flashlight as -the never-' 
discovered murder weapon, and 
kt the trial the defense suggested 
k multipronged instrum ent gash ed 
ihe victim’s skull, 1 J uu g e 
noted.) . v .. j . ’ " 
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Her bo 
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PH. fiAMDEL^fHEPPARD 
CLEVELAND. OHIO 
I1P0BMAII0K COKEBVIia 




Mrs. Sheppard at eith er, the Rockd ale or Rockville golf course 
aoa^Clavolsnd, OhiOtlHHB^aot two of the But«M| 

Sheppard was dating a Jevish nan (naaa 
vaknovn) vith jgo^aha frequently played golf on this sours# 



lad vhen 


>vhen they vert playing golf they often 
they mould - ** ‘ 


vould neet itn the evenings for dates. 

— rj — . — — — ^ on the morning of July 4. 

wxen Mrs. Sheppard vas found murdered, someone tailed the golt 
course and talked to the eaddie master or some other person there 
and told them to destroy Mrs. Sheppard* s golf olttbs and bat 
because the had Just been murdered* 

removed the name tag from the golf clubs and bag and he did not 
know vhat became of them. 


to 


he had g iven thb Informat ion 

vas going to plant a 

stain more information, 
[unable to furnish, 


concerning this matter.] 

name i 

. , ,, lv » g if -nxj 

in having his name placed on record in the event he vould be f 
eligible for vhat he claimed vas a $10,000 reward for information 
concerning this case. 

Tou are instructed to furnish the above information 
to the local authorities. The Bureau should be advised. 
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Office Memorandum 



to * Director, FBI 



GOVERNMENT 

DATB: 8-1-56 



SAC, Cleveland 

DR. SAMUEL oHEPPARD 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Repair tel 7/27/56. 


, » ^.Infgfmation con tained in referenced a irtel furnished 

V(C~ Cuyahoga 

County, Ohio, by registered mail August 1, 1956, 

pointing oyxy&h&V 




ft 


Vl . 

\ l 


any action , 

-h 

' / 


T3> T 


^pformation was. being furnished to him for 
n^d.appropr late. 


2-Bureau 

1-Cleveland 


6 6 AUG 13 1951 




SAC, Cleveland 


,/ 


24 Director, FBI 


August 21, 19556 


/ - u 


DR. SAM SHEPPARD 
MURDER CASE - 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 

MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 







Tolson — 
Nichols — 
Boardman . 
Belmont — 

Mason . 

Mohr 

Parsons — 
Rosen . — 
Tamm 


Nease 

Winterrowd — 
Tele. Room — 
Holloman — 
Gandy 

~mo 


Re Baltimore letter to the Director, 

2 co* s Cleveland, 8-13-56* 

The Information contained in referenced 
letter should be furnished to local authorities. 





^ r had previously furnishe^^^ 

1 pf QTsntatlo^riiioh he stated he receiv ed 

mama unknewnwho was4HPHHBHIH^ from Clive land, Ohio* 
^TImi lirf^omatlon previously rurnlcued was similar to the 
information obtained by Baltimore as set forth In the 
attached memorandum to the effect that Mrs# Sheppard 
was ;da€tog an unknown individua^jiti^h^ 
played ^gp If on the course 


ylOjvU TfW AA uu vuo — 

We instructed Cleveland to furnish the information at that 
time to locei authorities* The informatio n contained 
in the attached ™»Tnr>t»andum indlc^^^jhat 

_fa gang in 

Which g ang engaged In aafe burglaries* 
^ aivHiHHmiathe go if 

^5ura^!her^5r8?^heppard played. According to the 
information there was an indication that Mrs. Sheppard was 
being bhckmailed because of her dating other men and it was 
further alleged that Dr. Sam Sheppard did not kill hia wife* 
According to the information on the morning that Mrs, jhe ppard 
bo dw was found in the Sheppard horne;flBBmmgmmp|^a 
phon© call at the golf course from the individual who was 
supposed to have dated Mrs. Sheppard with instructions to 
destroy Mrs. Sheppard* a go lf bag and name plate which was 
located at the golf course dispose of_t h® golf 

bag and name plate " 


reaponi 
was nol 


A ... Sam Shej&ar 

W AUG 28 ’S5i,v 

xfato-s-7/t J: 


_ knew th^ 
_ ba /sneppard* s^deatl 

Sam Shepard. 


identity of the person 
and thg^fc this 




Office Memorandum • united states government 
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TO ! DIRECTOR, FBI 

// 

£* aou // SkC, BALTIMORE (62-0) 

(\ 

I subject: DR< samSsHEPPARD , 

Murder Case, ' 

Cleveland, Ohio 
MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 


DATE: AUgUStlB , 195^ 


) 



2 - Director, FBI 
2 - Cleveland 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

DR 7 / SAM SHEPPARD, 

Murder Cr.se, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 


August 13* 1956 





On July 31, 1956 __ 

furnished the following information to SA 

He stated that _ _____ 

he heard a discussion between two other inmates concerning the 
Dr. SAM SHEPPARD Murder Case. These two other inmates are 
identified as follows: 


Name 

Address 


Race 

Sex 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Arrested 


Name 

Address 

Race 

Sex 

Date, .of birth 

Place of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 



2 


•i'U' 




DIRECTOR, FBI 

DR 7 / SAM SHEPPARD, 

Murder Case, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 


August 13 , 1956 



that Dr. 
of his wife. 

I a gang in tl 

engaged in safe burg laries. 

»at a Jewish golf course, name 

unknown, near Cleveland, Ohio and that Mrs. SHEPPARD frequented 
this golf course. Further that she attended this course with 
several different men none of whom were her husbands 



of the men she h ad frequented the go lf course with w as the 
boss of the gang was associated. 

stated he had overheard several conver- 
sations between Mrs. SHEPPARD and the unknown associate of 
Mrs. SHEPPARD in which her companion jokingly threatened her 
about dating other men. 

j.on the morning of 

had received a phone 

call at the golf course from The person who had been with Mrs. 
SHEPPARD g.1, the course and who was supposedly connected with 
the gang ■■■■■■■■pp^was instructed to destroy or "get rid" 
of Mrs. SHEPPARD ’^go^^ba^an^ng^latewhichwa^^^ca ted at 

the course 

advised not to ask any questions but to meet the caller later 
on and the entire matter would be explained to him. 



.indicated he 

thereafter learned that the body of Mrs. SHEPPARD had been found 


- 3 - 


August 23 , 1956 


DIRECTOR, FBI v 

Dr//SAM SHEPPARD, 

Murder Case, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 


the previous night and 1 
and name plate of Mrs. SHEPPARD, 


di^dispose of the, golf baE 


the companion of Mrs . SHEPPARD on the golf 

course who was the head of the j|ang _ 

Further 

that Mrs. SHEP PARD had p layed g olf with th is man the day before 
the murder and conversation between 

Mrs. SHEPPARD and this man in which he was supposed to meet 
Mrs. SHEPPARD at 9 P.M. that evening while Dr. SHEPPARD was 
away attending some kind of a meeting. 

^impression frcmMMMMBBcdnversation 

:hat this unknown man was black-mailing Mrs. SHEPPARD and that 
he was to meet her that evening for the purpose of receiving a 
payoff. 


‘the entire story could, of course. 

complete fabrication but during the conversation^ 

gene into minute details concern ing some of the events talked 
about and ^HBHHH^HH^febelieved there was some degree 
of truth to the story. 
utterly useless to interview! 





^HHHHHHBHpomewhat familiar with che CleveTancnareag 
stated he recognized this neighborhood as being in the vicinity 



-.Vi*-- 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

// 

DR. SAM SHEPPARD, 

Murder Case, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 


August 13, 1956 



of where Dr. SAM SHEPPARD and his wife had resided 



thereafter got into a discussion of the 
Dr. SAM SHEPPARD Murder Case. 


a golf course near Cleveland Heights' and although he could 
not recall the name of the course, he had the impression that 
it was restricted to Jewish clientele and wa s the_l argegt such 
course in that area. 

■■■■^gathered that Mrs. SIffiPPARDapparently ran around 
with several different men seen Mrs. 

SHEPPARD on many occasions at the golf course with these men. 

>Mrs. 

SHEPPARD on many occasions and that she seemed to appear at 
the course with one Jewish fellow more frequently than with 
the other men. 

this 

>articular Jewi sh fellow supposedly headed a gang _ 

>which part icipated in safe .lobs in 

the Ohio area. 


___ fMrs. SHEPPARD 

was at the golf course the d ay prio r to t he murder wit h this 
particular Jewish fellow and JIBI^BHiHHHHHHi^conver- 
sation wherein the Jewish fellow was to meet Mrs. SHEPPARD 
that evenin^wh^^Dr^SIffiPPAR^wa^^^tending some kind of a 
meeting day 

ttmBflPreceived a phone call apparently from this Jewish fellow 
and was instructed to "get rid" of Mrs. SHEPPARB’s golf bag 
which was store^atthe club house and the reason would be 
explained^HHlHIfela ter . 
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August 13, 1956 


z / 

/ / 

DOCTOR, FBI 

DR. SAM SHEPPARD, 

Murder Case, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 


gathered from^KHBM^conversation that 
Thi^Tew^TTnaiTUa^black-mailing Mrs. SHEPPARD because of her 
"running around" and was supposed to receiv^^^payof^from 
Mrs. SHEPPARD on the night of the murder. 


did not 

definitely say that the Jewish fellow was responsible for the 
death of Mrs. SHEPPARD, he did indicate that he knew the identity 
of the person responsible for her death and that thi^person 
was not M rs. SHEPPARD'S h usband. Dr . SAM SHEPPARD, 

could not recallHBIfl^mentioning the name of 
the Jewish man talked about nor could he recall the name of 
the particular golf course in question. 

On 1956 had 

told him on that day that the golf course in question was 
the Oakwood Golf Course at Bay Village, Ohio. He also stated 
he had been liable to a scertain the name of the Jewish man 
mentionedj^hqweverv,^^ . 

the time of the murder 
but that his present location was iuiknown. 


The above is being furnished to the Bureau and Cleveland for 
information purposes in view of the wide press coverage given 
to the Dr. SAM SHEPPARD Murder Case. 
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/ers v 
Freedom or New Trial 


- COLUMBUS, Ohio, April 17 
OR;— A six-man team of lawyers 
A Representing P r i ^ 

0 Shepp ard, convicted wue siayer, 
^ Mi'S pleaded with the Ohio 
Supreme; Court to free the 
thirty-two-year-old osteopath or 
grant him ‘a new trial. ’ 

The appeal was voiced in a 
packed courtroom less than a 
dozen blocks from Ohio Peni- 
tentiary Vhere Sheppard ~ is 
serving a life sentence for the 
. bludgeon slaying of his wife 
1 Marilyn on July 4, 1954. 

He was convicted Just before 
Christmas, 1954, following a 
nine-week trial. Ever since, his 
attorneys have sought his free- 
dom. A, decision on his latest 
appe&r might not come for at 
least a month. 

Arguing Sheppard's cause to 
day was Paul Herbert, former 
Lieutenant Governor of Ohio. 
He told the seven-judge court 
that evidence in the case “did 
not point unerringly to Shep 
pard’s guilt.** 

I Grounds for Challenge 
! However,' assistant. Cuyahoga 
County prosecutor Saul Dana- 
ceau, who presented the state’s 
case, saiu Sheppard lied all 
along “to save his own hide.” 

Mr~ Herbert challenged the 
conviction on grounds that: 

1. Court baliffs in Cleveland 
illegally permitted jurors to com- 
municate with “outside persons.” 

2. Two Jurors hear a “vicious” 
broadcast which said a woman 
Who had been arrested in New 
York was Sheppard's mistress. 



Tt was untrue— it was false,” 
Mr. Herbert declared. ' r 

3. Judge Edward Blythin, who 
presided at the original trial, re- 
fused to allow the defense to ask 
whether members of 'the -Jury 
had heard: a radio broadcast 
comparing Sheppard’s testimony 
‘witfcthat of Alger Hiss, a traitor 
to his country." * 

4. Testimony ^ experts 
showed that ”a4ain of blood" 
would have Hi the killer during 
the buldgeonlng which resulted 
in tlrfrty wounds^ Mr. Herbert 
said Sheppard had no blood on 
his trousers, . shoes, . socks 
shorts. 

5. Although Mrs. .Sheppari 

had traces of blood and woo 
fibers untfer her fingernails, n< 
scratch of any Jclnd^waTTbund 
on Sheppard. v 

6. Cleveland detectives v al- 

legedly failed to explain how two 
pieces of her teeth, were found 
under her bodyr. ' 

‘ 7. There r were traces of blood 
under Mi?. Sheppard’s watch 
which were “not her own or that 
of the defendant.” . vi'- ; ' . 

-Speaking for' 1 the, state, -Mr. 
Danaceau said: J'Mr.* Herbert is 
not botheredljy the yecord4-he 
makes his own.” ’He said Shep- 
pard’s “brothers ami • ‘friends 
prevented any interrogation (of 
him), by public officers, as in 
other cases.” V* v i - 

Mr. Danaceau said that Shep- 
pard at first -denied having. Inti- 
mate relations with other women,] 
including Susan Hayes, a techni- 
cian in the family-owned hospi 
taL “But when we got proof," hi 
said,.”he changed his story” , 


fi 
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Wash, Post and 

Times Herald 

Wash. News 

Wash. Star 

N. Y. Herald - JJ} 

Tribune 

N. Y. Mirror 

N. Y. Daily News 

Dally Worker 

The Worker 

New Leader 
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STANDARD FORM NO. «A 


Office Memorandum • uNmn) states government 



^7 


V#r 


TO 


FRO 



Director, FBI (^3-3zoCj 
SAC, Cleveland (62-0-13718) 


DATE: August 23, 1956 


SUBTECT 


DR. SAM SHEPPARD MURDER CASE 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 

MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 


tfc- 


ReBulet 8-21-56. 

This is to record the fact that the pertinent contents 
of Baltimore lette^date^^^^^g^l3^^^^8^hav^been 
furnished to 

Cuyahoga County, Cleveland, Ohio, by registered mail 
on August 23, 1956. 




/ - 

: — 


-IS 


... 

25 AUG 5^71956 


i ' ^ "EX-120 



i 


September 7, 1956 




vac 



Many + harikR for your thoughtful note of 
August 27, 1956, with enclosures. 

Tour commendatory remarks conce rni ng 
the FBI’s investigative efforts are deeply appreciated by 
all of us in Bureau. 


Sincerely yours. 
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NOTE: Editorials: enclosed by correspondent hav^^^^^£ 
being acknowledged separately. Bufiles reflect^JHIHJI^ 
previously corresponded with the Bureau concerning tne jjt. samuel 
® Sheppard murder case. 






Tolson 

Nichols 

Board man 

Belmont 

Mason 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Nease 

Wintenowd — 
Tele. Room — 
Holloman 
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8-27-56 


Dear Mr. Hoover :- 

Many congratulations to you and your 
organization. Now if you could just 
perform the super-human miracle of 
clearing Dr. Sam, it would be just 
wonderful. I still do not believe he 
can be guilty, and I still think 
Dr. Paul Kirk knew his facts, and he 
certainly is to be commended on his 
courage and integrity in doing what he 
believed right. I have wished a 
thousand times I had followed my own 
hunch and mailed my enclosure to the 
FBI or the Sheppard Family in Sept., of 
1954 when I meant to, and had not 
listened to a certain party. 

Honestly I have never prayed so earnest- 
ly for people I do not know, and it 
looks like I will have to keep on 
doing so for awhile longer. The only 
thing I hope is that I can last 
until things are made r£ght for them 
both* 


It isn't necessary that you acknowledge 
this card, because. I know you are 
very busy, but once again my deepest 
thanks, I am. 





A 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST ti, MU 

'.. t TK* FBI Seof*s Again ? 

It !< little wonder that criminals fear 
. the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Jta 
' ^patience is infinite, its rteouroe amazing, it 
never fives up, and it feta the criminal it 
seeks. This was never demonstrated more 
■* dearly than In rise case of Angeb J. La* 
Manca, accused of havinf Iddnaped baby Peter 
« Weinberger. 

Under, the then existing law, since 
-chanfed, the FBI could not nancT into' the 
case until a full week had elapsed, the legal 
assumption being that by this time the kid* 
neper had crossed a state line, and thus had 
subjected himself to federal jurisdiction. 




5 



„ . -Upon entering the case* the FBI set op 
m temporary Add office at MineoU, N.Y„ 
near the kidnaping scene. Agents and lab* 

- oratory technicians brought up from Wash* 
ington began examining 75/100 fingerprint . 
. cards of persona who bad been arrested at . 
: one time or another In that vidnity. No - 
. results. 

; Now the FBI had two ransom notes, both 

. handwritten. So they went looking for die 
* handwriting that matched. They examined 
every type of public record Involving original 
, handwriting, such as voting registrations, auto 
I; license applications, etc. — more than two mil* 
Bon samples! 

r-- That was how they came across the sig- 
nature cf Angelo LaMarca. It was bn file, 
with a record of LaMarca** -arrest on June 
22, 1954, at Isllp, N.Y„ on a. charge of at- 
tending an unregistered still— an offense for . 
which he was given a 80-day suspended sen* r 
tenoe and put on probation for one year. . 

At the MineoU field office, FBI Ubort- 
tory technicians Identified the signature as 
Identical with the writing in the ransom notes. 

. Confronted with the evidence, Lamarca told 
. of snatching the baby from its Westbury 
■*- (N.Y.) home on July 4, and later abandoning 

* the chad. ' : 

jit is fortunate Out the changed Uw wOl 
i permit the FBI to move in on kidnapinf 
- cases almost at once, thus cutting abort fee 
' period of anguish for parents, and perhaps 

* even saving lives. And It is fortunate for 

: every Uw-abldlng American that we have an ; 
r organization of such high standing and to* * 

: finite resource % as the Federal Bureau of 


: Investigation. We salute you and your fine V 
i staff, Mr. Hoover! \* - M ' ' * 


t- L - I- 



t yr ~ *y'~ 


Canton Repository 





^JusJ^lain Dnidgery 3 -^! 

The FBI's * estimate that two x^cu^sUptiaV 
tures were examined in the hunt ior the writing 
characteristics in the Weinberger iddnap case 
’before a lead ' was found " is rtestimcmy c to 
the Unique police service performed by tins fed- 
bureau..-' .. .. 

No other agency could .devote that much ef- 
£ ’fort to a task described as /'just plain drudg- 
cry." No other agency would have the re- 

1 sources to do a job that could . have ended in 
: ^disappointment as easily as it led to discovery 

the one signature in hundreds of thousands 

2 vwhich led local police to the perpetrator of a 
. berime that could not safely be written off .as 

unsolved. T' ' ' 

Americans never have been jure in their 
« minds of the. proper place to draw the lin e be- 
* - tween local and federal responsibility. Yet* the 
evolution of the FBI police function has made 
It clear there is no reason to doubt that it takes 
' a combination of local and federal responsibil- 
ity to deal properly with crimes that entail un- 
usual resources of police skilL ; ■ 

In the states, themselves, this is being recog* 

. nized by . development of. state police agencies 
■' to help out local police when confronted with 
crimes too tough for them to hqpdle within 
•their limited resources. A federal agency does 
the same job at a still higher level. If the FBI 
did not already exist,, it would have to be in- 
vented — and no invention could duplicate what 
has evolved through trial and error. 

* : r - . i ..... 









INDEXtO-8 ft 


January 9, 1957 





\Z £^e« “r-emheLg me on this occasion. 

irith retard to the matters you mentioned in 

your letter, I wish to ” retemd t^^srot come 

advised, that the murder cas . J - the pgl, and, there- 

rff ^Bureau to conduct an investigation 

in this regard. 


v 

\ 


s EXTMOUg^ 


Sincerely yours, 


time -p-^7 


DATE 





® DiIe a .rd' "clnrtcLVSmurdering 

convictions mat -2£^s ^^?harTJi arg e . She requested an 
his wife in OhioT^ 3 ® 8 ^^ ° innocence. She was advised by 

.^investigation to P, rove f^ te ^. 2 0-55, that the FBI was precluded 

letter from the Director, . gince the matter was not within 
from conducting any in August, 1956, enclosinga 
our jurisdiction. Sh6 inral newspupor regarding th6 

commendatory editorial irom again mentioned the Shen 

„t the weid»#rger,ease. ,_She again 


, editorial iron. dtff ^ppa* 

s^utionof the ^ look into it. (63-3206-X2, 6 X 

cases and her desire that ttt 
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mtl ‘ cs -z t j*£cizu 
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12-27*56 / 

Dear Mr, Hoovers - 

„ell I still feel as I did the last 
time I mentioned the Sheppard Case. 

I still feel he could be telling the 

truth. 

^^MHMBMBm^was not going to 
?5e my nose out oi the Sheppard Case 
until someone in authority tells me I 
have been all wrong. So you know what 
I have done, I am enclosing copies of 
two notes X mailed, the one to Mr. 
Corrigan will either be mailed when we 
go to Cleveland 12-28-56, or before 
Easter. 

But you, no doubt, are a^tire^^f 
hearing me ment^oi^it 


But I truly hope you have a 
birthday and many, many m ®re of £hem. 

As we very much need people of the f 

caliber of you and your agents, to he p.« 
us keep believing in thi 

mixed-up, messed-up-and p 

world of to-day. Is 

Again my thanks, I am. 

Respe ctfully 

i t". 

-> • - V f *«• 

f .- r > r 
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; 1B-12-56 
Dear Hr. Corrigan and Jtr. Herbertt- 
If yoor last attempt to oloar tbo way for 
a now trial for Dr/ Sheppard Is not 
successful, md if your evidence proves 
h* could bo Innocent, (and I * - “* * / 

believe he could be teUlng the truto), 
oou^ this ouggoetlon bo workable? Slnco 
Hr, Herbert is our next Lt, Governor, 
could he not in due tine approach the 
new governor for an executive pardon or 
connate. Ihen have the Governor hav^^^^ 
private interview with FBI Agentj^l^^^ 
ot the Cleveland office, and 
then to make a thorough investigation, 
which they would do without any fanfare 
or publicity. But with the governor 
having all the information you **2 . _ 

accumulated, (including wine , JP ri vfcteljj. . 
if it has coincided eith your new . 
evidence) he surely would feel inollned 
to do what he could, and he certainly 
would have the authorisation as governor 
to 0, K. the FBI's entrance into the 

Shis could be asking a lot of * n J" . 
governor Just taking office, but it la 
merely a suggestion, the decision « 

whether it is a good or had woe, ia 
up to you as his attorneys, 

Vith the kindest personal regards, I •»> 


Respectful!: 


L„ 



• STRICTLY PERSONAL AND 'cC^?lDEHTIAL_. 

.i 7^/' ‘ 

1 * ' - 

Well, I have to admit I hare missed my 
morning Plain Dealer, even your artloles. 
Sven though I still do not agree with 
you on the one Issue* But I sincerely 
hope the loss of revenue, especially i 
The Cleveland press, has taken care of 
the excess circulation in the Sheppard 
case. Ihat Is w hat Is known as one type 
of retrihutionripmBIB^^ u ^ * 8 
so many cases, the traglo part of 
retribution it hurts the innocent too. 

Sometime, but not new, I woul d like to 
bave^HIHBIIHHHtfHMflfcanswer this 
impertlnem^question for me through 
you. "In his position was it more . . 
important that he see that the Freedom 
of the Press was maintained, or see to 
it that a human being obtained simple 
Justi^eT" This last piece of publicity 
was really a ditty, and right before 
election too. 1*11 bet it was the weak- 
est clueof the lot. I r emarke 
^P0^i|0tthat the publicity in the 
Sheppard case reminded me of strip 
coal mining, where they rip open the 
bowels of the earth, and leave it 
exposed to the elements. But in the 
Sheppard case, they Just rip peoples 
lives apart, and care less about its 

aftermath. 
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If I were in the mood to buy you a 
Christmas present, ( which X am not), 
I would like something I could 

i neorlb e this upon it,fL 

.tv.* >>4cmaat naffer of the 



1*11 

n^wr anaerstana. bus hew six people 
could have hallucinations about a bushy 
haired nan. is beyond me* 

But X do fjish you the best of personal 
regards of the season thought X 




P..S*. The enclosed article by ©avid 

Lawrence might make interesting 
reading, and since* this is the 
last -on the Sheppard Case* 
also future reference when my 
apology should be forthcoming* 
Even thd|gh I might not be 
around to receive it* 
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A" private detective claimed tention that someone else com- 


yesjterday he-has found three 
new potential witnesses and 
proof* of the “complete inno- 
cence” sf^onvicted wife-slayer 
Drr SamSheppard. 

JEfe wew \ ot & investigator 
hired by>. Sheppard’s family, 
Harold^B. Bretnall, asserted 
that among . “significant” new 
clues hV has collected ere 
murdered Marilyn Sheppard’s 
red - bedroom slippers and “a 
small blue-bordered stained 
towel” 

The sensational murder case 
took a hew twist *on the third 
anniversary of the July 4, 1954 
bludgeon .murder in Shep- 
pard’s * home in 'Bay ; Village, 
Ohio... A. .. % 

* Bretnali; f *o rm erS enate 
Crime- Committee investigator, 
said he ‘.has evidence that the 
murder victim/ left her home 
between midnight and 3 a. m. 
when she was killed by 27 
bldWs -on^the head. ~ v* : ? ** 
vA » scientific analysis -of the 
soles of the slippers, Bretnall 
declared, shows that such a 
post-midnight journey was 
made. * * ~ 

%BifetnW£o^time UNRRA 
iaVefetigator^ insisted that a 
inept of tooth found under 
ifeyer 


mitted the crime. Vf i.‘ 
Chief Assistant Prosecutor 
Saul Danacaeu scoffed at Bret- 
nall’s suggestions. : : i/* 

He said he doubted whether 
the pregnan t* woman jSt the 
house or^ that tberfhree new 
witnesses had anything' of 
value to offer. - ; 

Despite his ; disbelief,* 'how- 
ever, Danacea said his office 
would be willing to check out 
“anything of significance.”. w . 

Dr. Sam’s oldest brother. Dr: 
R’chard Sheppard, indicated 
that for the time being ^the 
family is now pinning its hopes 
of clearing Sam on investiga- 
tors such as BretnalL ; ^ 
, Dr. Sam, — now serving a life 
sentence, has claimed a “bushy- 
haired” intruder beat his^wife 
to death and then knocked him 
unconscious in two battles in 
the darkness. 

The .United States Supremi 
Court 'last November refuse* 
to intervene In the case. 
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DELANEyyia., July 19 (JP)s— 
Donald J. wedler has confessed 
a crime ^bnilar to the slaying 
of Mrs. Samuel Sheppard in 
.Cleveland three years ago, but 
officers here and In Cleveland 
say they aren’t convinced./. 

Wedler, a good-looking blond 
youth awaiting trial, for escape 
from a State prison camp, told 
Sheriff .Rodney Thursby he hit 
a woman on the head with an 
iron p$e a couple of times 
while he was ransacking her 
bedroom in an expensive home 
at Cleveland in July, 1954. 

Mrs. Sheppard was bludg- 
eoned to - death July 4, 1954, 
and her husband is seizing a 
We term for the slaying. He 
Maintained an intruder killed 
* s wife and grappled with hh 
Sheriff Thursby said Wedl 
Jned a three-page statemeu 
about his * life, including thi 
j Cleveland incident. 


• Wanted to Discuss Case 
"I don’t know the uTOUJiilW- 
it y of his story,” the sheriff 
said yesterday. "All we know 
is this man wanted to f talk 
about it.” / ; - 

Capt. David E. Kerr of the 
Homicide Bureau at Cleveland 
; said he placed no credence in 
Wedler's confession.’ Thomas 
Murphy, detective inspector 
there, also discounted it, but 
said he would ask for a copy 
of the statement. 

Among the discrepancies be- 
tween Wedler’s account and 
details of the crime is that he 
is 5 feet 11 and hlond, while 
Dr. Sheppard said the man 
he grappled with was large 
and had dark hair. 

Cleveland police said Mrs. 
Sheppard was hit 35 times. 
Wedler said he struck two or 
; three times. Mrs. Sheppard’s 
bedroom was not ransacked, 
police said. Wedler said he was 
going through a dresser when 
th^ woman stirred and he hit 
her. „ •• 

He said he ran into r a man 
on* the stairs, hit him once 
with the pipe and left. Dr. 
Sheppard said he was knocked 
out twice in fighting the * in- 
truder. 

V Born in D. C. in 1933 
Wedler said he - was bom in 
Washington, D. C., October 23, 
1933, hed about his age and got 
to^he Army at the age of 13. 
He said he served two years,/ 
got out and then was sent to the 
Maryland Reformatory Tor un- 
authorized use of a vehicle. 

Later, h esaid, .he was in the 
> Air. Force and . roamed around 
the country. . ’ ; • y 

Wedler was. arrested at Tam- 
September 6/ 1954, nine 
m mutes 1 after he «ffiT5ffTa 
su^Kup note to * a restaurant 
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Confession Raises Doubts 


O' 

New Lie Test for Felon 
In Mrs. Sheppard Death 


DELAND. Fla.. July 18 M. — A 
bushy-haired convict who said 
he killed a woman in Cleveland 
about the time ol the Sheppard 
murder case underwent a new 
series of lie-detector tests today 
after earlier tests indicated he 
might have been telling the 
truth. - . 

Mystery writer Erie Stanley 
Gardner, whose “Court of Last 
Resort" sponsored the tests, 
wired Gov. C. William O’Neill 
of Ohio that .twenty-three-year 
old Dbnald JrfWedler was telling 
the trutirwhep'Ee Admitted the 
slaying. The Court of Last Re- 
sort is a non-profit organization 
of legal and literary experts. 

But the lie-detector expert 
who gave the test, Alex Gregory, 
of Detroit, said he was not sat- 
isfied with a three-hour session 
last night with .Wedler, twenty- 
‘fifth self-styled “slayer" of 
Marilyn Sheppaig, whose hus- 
band. Dr. Saifr^Sheppard. is 
serving ,.a 1U6 term lor her 
murder. 

In Columbus, Ohio, Lt. Gov. 
Paul M. Herbert ,who was one 
io f Dr. Sheppard’s attorneys, 
|s33 hi tftmld advi seUto**ete© 


path’s family to “seriously con- 
sider” filing murder charges 
against Wedler. 

Gov. O’Neill refused comment 
on the telegram. In Los Angeles, 
Mr. Gardner booked passage on 
a midnight fligM .to Florida to 
assist in the investigation. - 
However, in Berkeley, Calif., 
Dr. Paul Kirk, criminologist and 
key defense consultant in Shep- 
pard’s trial, said Wedler was a 
“poor possibility” as a suspect. 
He said the fact that Wedler is 
left-handed “is interesting” be- 
cause the "blows that killed Mrs. 
Sheppard “would have had to be 
struck by a left-handed man.” 
But. he said the killer-was fa- 
miliar with the* layout of the 
Sheppard home and was “prof 
ably acquainted with the fan 
ily.” Dr. Kirk said, he sti 
believed Sheppard, who is righi 
handed, is innocent. 
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Sheppard Asks 
Ohio Court t 
For Freedo 

COLUMBUS, Ohio. 14 

(upi) or saaaeLfl 

today asked the Ohio Su- 
habeas cor* 
preme Court to 
order his release 
from the Ohio 
Pen itentiary 
where he is 
term for the 
murder of' his 
wife, Marilyn, 
in 1954. 

He asked the 
court for his 
immediate re- 
lease on a writ ~ c , annQr j 
pus In a peti- Dr. Sheppard 
tion filed by his attorneys. Wil- 
liam J. Corrigan, Fred W. Gar- 
mone and Arthur W. Petersilge, 
all of Cleveland. The attorneys 
said in the petition that Cuya r 
hoga County authorities at 
Cleveland where Sheppard was 
convicted had concealed evi- 
dence that would have been 
beneficial to Sheppard. 

The osteopath was found 
guilty of second degree murder 
on Dec. 21, 1954, for the blud- 
geon-slaying of his wife on In- 
dependence Day of that year. 
The Ohio Supreme Court was 
expected to set a hearing on the 
new* petition next month. The 
court previously upheld the con- 
ivlction and the United States 
Supreme refused^n rairitfy the 

I- *" "— V 
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1 Sheppard Files 
New Motion ^ 
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To: SAC, Cleveland. 

vgrr* " From: Director, FBI (68-3206) — y 7 

DR. SAM SHEPPARD 
MURDER CASE 

information concerning 

a letter ha. been ko atreet 

with an envelope ^reto^ and a cow of hie letter 

addreu ana given on the tette cla laa to 

la attached lor your Jntornutlon^tiygjj^^^^ 
know Special Agent®^BB^B^***jJJ"^^JJJJJjrthat no 
S^ASfA Bureau 1. not ana^rlng hU 

letter directly. 

-_-i i i t.il r nf this letter may be id entifi able with 
The writ*? o* tM» 3 / 4 / 52 , Cleveland 


io; 
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Unleu the™ the conU ary.ogt, 
from hie letter, WfW^ Jjg delved In 

it was entirely a local matter, there i» ntj / 
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Alrtel to Cleveland 
DEL SAM 8HEPPARD 
MURDER CASE 
DFORMAUON CONCERNING 
63-3206 


concerning hie suggeettone. Ctolew yoar ofttceha* 
wMch would Indicate to the contrary, you may to 

be has any new information in the Shepard case, 
t5n^55 wish to take it up with the proper state officials. 


Advise. 




* . ’—'.V.; 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
"Federal Anreau of Investigation, 
U. S. Dept, of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


Q 


SUBJECT: 


Dr. Sam Sheppard Murder Case-Cuyahoga County 


Some time before Dr. Sheppard went on^trial at Cuyahoga County- 
Court House I received information which /as from a source that has 
been very reliable that Mrs. Sheppard was killed by a left handed 
man- not her husband. 

Quite some time later a criminologist from California was called 
in by Defense Coun/5dl. He stated that it was his opirf^the beating 
was administered by a left handed person. 

Months later I spotted a driver for Shinrock Elevator, Shinrock, 
Ohio who fitted the description of a man witnesses claimed to have 
seen near Sheppard home about time of killing. This man was both 
right and left handed. I was sure I had seen the picture of this 
man on an old flyer, a long time before. This in formatio n I turned 

over 

r This man was picked up and I was 

in/ormed”was’’a^ugitiv^Tma returned to Florida. I understand He 
is the one who made an admission regarding the case. 

At the time of the trial, on advice of counsel. Dr. Sheppard 
refused to take a polygraph test. Later, I understand that the 
authorities refused to let Him$ do so. 

Several of us feel that the conviction was largely due to 
biased newspaper reporting and the apparent pressure that arose 
for a conviction. 

we believe, if that man and Florida is willing, both He and 
Dr. Sheppard should receive poly tests. 

Is there anything the U. S. Dept, of Justice can do? I never 
knew Dr. Sheppard or any of His relatives but I 
may have been a miscarriage^ 

No correspondence ^lekse 
Sandusky, Ohio knows me 





His relatives but I dp^believe ther% , f) 
e of Justice, 10 - y 

ShHE resident ■#£ .... 
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Office Memo, andum • united states government 

DIRECTOR, FBI (63-3206) date: December 15, 195 9 } 

f/f ^SAC, CLEVELAND (62-1430) 



SUBJECT: 


fiyj 




VA 





DR. SAM SHEPPARD 
MURDER CASE 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Re Bureau letter, dated 11/5/59. 

On December 7> 1959 / 

Milan, Ohio, was contacted by SA' 
concerning the letter he wrote to the Bureau. He 
admitted writing this letter and said the only infor- 
mation he had about the SHEPPARD case he learned from 
reading the newspapers. 

The Burea u’s Jurisdict ion in matters of this kind was 
explained and it was suggested in the 
event any new information comes to his attention he 
take it up with the proper state officials. 


2- Bureau 
1'”- Cleveland 
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To: SAC, Cleveland 
From: Director, FBI 


DR. SAM SHEPPARD 
MURDER C^SE 

RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS) 







Enclosed are two copies of a letter dated 1-30-61 which was 
referred to my attenti on by the Attorney General on 2-7-61. T he writer 
of this communication^^HHIflHHlIHHHHHHp^ Cleveland 5, 
Ohio, is not identifiable in Bufiles and this letter fs not being answered. 






If correspondent is unknown to your office, establish his 
mental status through brief, discreet inquiries limited to public sources 
and established contacts, insuring that he not become aware of such inquiries. 
Thereafter, unless reason develops to the contrary, he should be contacted 



CO 

22 s 


;S 


by two mature and experienced Agents and admonished relative to the state- 
ments he has made concerning the Bureau. The substance of any other 
specifics he furnishes should thereafter be made orally and immediately 
available to proper state officials investigating the Sheppard case. Forward 
background and the results of your contact, if one ^ made, your reply to 
reach the Bureau no later than 2-13-61. 

Enclosure§_X2) AaXc <■ 

Follow<upmade-ior^- 1 3 a • 1 ^ ^ — 

TE: Correspondent is making reference to the case in which Dr. Sam Sheppard 
was convicted of the murder of his wife in 1955 in Cleveland, Ohio. Sheppard’s 
chief defense attorney was William J. Corrigan. The Bureau did not investigate 
the case but information coming to our attention has been forwarded to state 
officials through the Cleveland Office in the past. 





appear in the local telephone directory. 


correspondent's name does not 
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j ‘Transmit £t>e following in 


PLAIN TEXT 


Via 






AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
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TO: 

PROM: 

RE: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, CLEVELAND (62-1430) 

o 

DR. SAM SHEPPARD 
MURDER CASE RESEARCH 
CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS 


CV Sta 



ReBuairtel to CV, 2-8-61. 

On 2-10-61, g| 

Hospital, 4455 



£ 
•r ■ 


(advised 

Cs able to communicate he would not 

suggest interviewing him as this might possibly stimulate 

to direct further letters to the Attorney General regarding the 
SAM SHEPPARD cas e. He also advised that he will attempt to have 
|■■■■jji■^i^3. e tter writing closely watched so that similar 
letters will not again be directed to the Attorne y General. 

r '/t/r rr &j C 

UACB, the CV office will not' interview 

in order to admonish him relative to the statements concerning 
the Bureau, and in addition, the information furnished In his 
letter regarding the SHEPPARD case is not being furnished to the 

cv pd. in 


f 


Accordingly, this matter is considered closed. 

C. 


f 


3 - Bureau 
1 - Cleveland 


J ?- 3 xad - 
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Approved 


Special Agent in Charge 


n n . Wick' 


Form No. AD -7. 
(Ed. 2-10-56) 



PLEASE 


DO NOT REMOVE THIS SLIP FROM 
THE ATTACHED CORRESPONDENCE 
SINCE IT IS A PERMANENT PART OF 
THE RECORD. 

RECORDS 

ADMINISTRATION BRANCH 
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TRUE COPY 


Jan 30, 1961 


Vac. 


o 

Sam Shei 


I am writing you this letter because I would like 
pard release. I and somelse by the name of 

Sheppard the evidence are a poker, T-Shirt, 

and bloo d^s ample foun d on Sheppard watch, plus the murder 
weapon t hat^BB^BEknows other th at know that we kill Sheppard - 
wife are^fl^^HHHHBBIHfe J* Edar Hoover has knowledge 
of this information but he has been insane for 34 Months because 
he wants treason, proof not a sign paper by him, without forgering 
his name in Washington D. C. Please help me, he holds my Child 
in kidnaping for this he gets blow jobs from the Child. He also 
Rape the Pope, (died) If you don’t believe me have J. Edgar Hoover 
see -y o u in person. 


Your truly 







Cleveland 5, Ohio 
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